
 
 

TOP TIPS THREADS 

Why you should apply to Oxford! 

 

 “The stereotype of a large workload at Oxford is true to an extent, 

but it is manageable, and you will have time to do things outside of academics.” 

Adam, Biochemistry  

 "Oxford was always a dream for me, but always felt like it would 

only be a dream: as someone from Yorkshire who went to a non-selective secondary 

and sixth form, I worried that someone like me would never have a chance. I am very 

glad I took the plunge and applied." Andrew, Ancient and Modern History 

 "If you’re interested and dedicated, I would really encourage you to 

apply. The whole process might seem daunting, but it is a really useful experience to 

go through and well worth it." Anna, English  

 "As my mum said to me, 'You definitely won’t get in if 

you don’t apply, so why not have a go?!' I’m so glad I did. I had so many fears at first, 

but the tutors, staff and other students were so supportive that now it feels just like 

home." Augy, Classics 

 "My college had never had anybody apply to Oxford before. Once I 

had finally made the decision that I would apply I only had five days to write my 

personal statement, which was difficult with little guidance but I just did the best 

that I could." Beth, Experimental Psychology 



 

 "I don't know a person at Corpus who doesn't love it here. That said, 
I don't know a person at any other college who doesn't love theirs too!" David, 
Chemistry 
 

 "Oxford is particularly great for its wide range of societies and 

within college it is very easy to set up a new society." David, Physics 

 "Oxford was scary at first but there is something very rewarding 

about slowly and properly developing greater understanding in something you love 

and are passionate about." Effie, Classics 

 "I was terrified about bullying or exclusion because of my class. I 

almost didn’t go because of it, my own prejudice and fear of it holding me back. If 

you’re working class and reading this, let me tell you: you’re not going to be the only 

one." Grace, Classics and English 

 "As well as other students, lecturers are always happy to answer 

any questions you have, as well as your tutors, who are all very friendly and 

approachable." Imogen, Materials Science 

 "I came to Oxford as one of only a couple of students from my 

school, an all-boys school in Gloucester, so naturally I was apprehensive to arrive and 

unsure of what life would be like. As soon as I got here, I felt so welcomed, both by 

students and my tutors." Joe, Medicine 



 

 "I definitely found that, with time, confidence in my work grew; 

with a good grasp of my routine I found I was able to manage the workload with 

plenty of time to explore Oxford outside of academics." Lucy, Biomedical Sciences 

 "It may sound daunting but, as you get to know your tutors, 

tutorials are often genuinely enjoyable. See them as a conversation with people just 

as interested in the topics as you, and a chance to get advice from an expert who’s 

there to help you." Matt, PPE (Philosophy, Politics and Economics) 

 “Neither of us ‘always knew’ we wanted to come to Oxford, but 

we’re very glad to have applied and we’ve felt very welcome through the whole 

process, from the application stage, through interviews, to now.” Sampada and 

Rhiannon, Law 

 “Given the stereotypes that are sometimes associated with Oxford, 

it can be easy to think you may not 'fit in', however I have had the opportunity to 

meet a wide range of people from many different backgrounds. No matter your 

background, there is a place for you here!” Shiv, Maths 

 "The application process may be a bit longer but this is to ensure 

that they give individuals the best chance to show their abilities in different 

scenarios. I am so happy I took that step and just applied, despite not thinking I 

would get in." Tyrell, Experimental Psychology 



 

 “I don’t come from the most affluent family so when I first came the 

maintenance loan did quite a lot for me, but Oxford does offer a lot of financial 

support. It feels ironic but Oxford has probably been the place where I’ve least 

worried about money." Matty, History and 2020 JCR Access Officer (i.e. the 

undergraduate representative for access)  

You can find out more about the Subject Ambassadors, and get in touch with them, 

here: https://ccc.ox.ac.uk/study-here/undergraduate-study/subject-ambassadors 

https://t.co/1I7A0TCaOh?amp=1

